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The Prairie View Standard 
Vol. 32 Prairie View State College, Prairie View Branch, Hempstead, Texas, March, 1941 No. 7 
PRELIMINARY STUDY 
Graduates of the Home Economics 
Division of Prairie View State 
College, 1922-40 
By Miss Hortense Dugar 
Organization of material is very 
important if that material is to be 
useful and of value to the owner. 
Records of graduates of the Division 
of Home Economics of Prairie View 
were not as well organized as they 
could be, so it was decided to remedy 
this situation. A directory was 
made which included the name, year 
of graduation, professional rating, 
home address and present occupation. 
The material was written in the form 
of a table and was listed alphabet­
ically according to the names of the 
students at the time of graduation. 
In cases where they had married 
after graduation, their names since 
marriage were recorded. 
The information for this directory 
was gathered from old records, from 
permanent record cards in the reg­
istrar's office and from a home eco­
nomics diary which has been handed 
down from class to class since 1925. 
It also seemed necessary to know 
the total number of graduates since 
1923, the first year that there were 
graduates, and what percentages of 
this total were homemakers, teach­
ers of homemaking in high school or 
college, or workers in extension serv­
ice. This information is shown be­
low: 
HOUSEHOLD ARTS BUILDING 
EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 
STRESSES NEGRO HOMES 
IN TEXAS 
ONE OF THE HEROINES 
Findings on Occupations of 
Graduates 
Per-
Occupations F cent 
Teaching homemaking in 
High Schools 105 21.6 
Teaching homemaking in 
college 4 .8 
Working in extension 
service 23 4.7 
Homemakers 26 5.3 
Miscellaneous occupations, 
unemployed, or no. 
employment rec. in 
office 328 67.4 
N 486 
Soon after the directory was fin-
continued on page 2) 
The Twelfth Annual State Con­
ference on Negro Education clearly 
indicated the necessity of giving 
more attention to homes and home 
life activities. The charts, graphs 
and discussion showed, definitely, 
that much of the social and economic 
maladjustment may be traced to the 
home life. 
Mr. H. A. Bullock, Professor of 
Sociology, in presenting the main 
discussion, showed the contrast be­
tween the family of 1800 and 1941. 
He cited a study made by Ogburn of 
The University of Chicago to show 
the reduction in economic, religion 
and recreational functions within the 
home. It was noted that there has 
been a tremendous increase in per­
sonality formation in that the family 
has become an effectional unit. The 
marriage rate has reniained con­
stant, while the divorce rate has 
superceded. 
The discussion centered around 
five major questions. (1) How does 
the Negro family come into exis­
tence ? 
(2) What is the nature of the stabi­
lity of the organization? 
(3) What facilities constitute struc­
tural organization of the home? 
(4) What is the degree of economic 
unity ? 
(Continued on page 8) 
An Address delivered before the 
Fourth Annual Convention 
of the New Homemakers 
of Texas 
By Miss M. E. Suarez 
Women who won fame—by Work— 
Heroism—Chance or Chram is the 
title of a series of articles, now run­
ning in the Boston Post, a daily 
paper. Number 104 of this series 
is Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of 
Uncle Tom's Cabin. Number 106 
in the series is about a woman—once 
a slave, that we should all konw 
well. I doubt very much if any of 
us do, so today I shall take this time 
to introduce you to each other. Girls 
of the New Homemakers Clubs of 
Texas, meet Harriet Tubman. This 
heroic character is in a class by her­
self. 
The story of her life is so full of 
excitement and action, pain and 
tragedy, it reads like a saga. She 
possesesd both courage and wisdom 
that at times seemed super-human, 
so extraordinary were her deeds. It 
is hard to realize that it all could 
have happened in the life of one 
woman. A long list of the noblest 
workers for the freedom of southern 
slaves, and many officers of the 
Northern army were her friends and 
helpers. She had the skill and dar­
ing of a commander, the courage 
(Continued on page 3) 
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PRELIMINARY STUDY 
(Continued from page 1) 
ished it was put into use. The Ameri­
can Home Economics Association is 
conducting a nationwide registration 
of all home economics graduates for 
energency service. Registration cards 
were sent to the graduates through 
the college from which they received 
their degree. The directory furnish­
ed the addresses of the 400 gradu­
ates to whom cards were mailed. 
Of these 39.5 per cent were returned 
filled out. These cards proved to 
be of service to the division as they 
provided a check on addresses and 
also on the occupational records. 
Among the questions included or 
asked on the cards was this one: 
"What service do you think home 
economists might render in your 
community?" Of those 13.2 percent 
who filled out cards neglected to 
answer this particular question 
while several listed more than one 
phase of Home Economics in which 
work might be done. A study of 
the answers to this item proved in­
teresting. The results were analy­
zed and tabulated for future use. 
Since so many of the home eco­
nomists listed certain services, it 
was felt that these constitute major 
problems in Negro communities. 
Showing services and the number 
of times listed 
Services Listed F. 
Aid in beautification and im­
provement of community 46 
Raise standards of living 34 
Develop good health habits 21 
Help in the conservation of food 20 
Teach planning and preparation 
of balanced meals on limited 
income 17 
Teach selection and construction 
of clothing 16 
Help community members solve 
financial problems 13 
Aid members of community to 
solve social problems 12 
N 179 
DEFENSE PROGRAM 
AND THE HOME 
By Albert J. Carter 
Today as we look about us we see 
vast changes taking place. The 
world is on the threshold of tremen­
dous events. Europe is being torn 
asunder by "a mad man," and there 
is a threatening danger to the United 
States. Because of this threatening 
danger, the American people are 
much concerned and "on their toes," 
so to speak. Every conceivable force 
for self preservation is being put in­
to action Thus we find the Defense 
Program the most important among 
the many protective forces, and 
every phase of American life is con­
tributing its share. Even the home 
finds its self as one of the chief sup­
ports of such a program. 
At the Faculty Forum in Septem­
ber, 1940, Miss E. C. May, Director 
of Home Economics gave an interest 
ing discussion on the Home and the 
Defense Program. The home was 
considered from every possible angle, 
the various contributions of the past, 
the possible contributions of the 
present and of the future Seven 
points were given or cited as possible 
contributing forces: (1) a need for 
family council, (2) the need for ef­
ficiency to handle expertly and intel­
ligently the world's work, (3) the 
need for home ownership, (4) the 
need for knowledge of the principles 
of nutrition, (5) the responsibility of 
each family members, (6) the need 
and consideration of health, (7) the 
need for future security. In con­
nection with these seven points, a 
new philosophy of home life was of­
fered as possible solution. 
Philosophy of Home Life 
1. Life in the home should be one 
of mutual understanding, happiness 
and well being. The individual 
should fit into its physical life, and 
work and play with the family 
group. 
2. The members of the family 
must understand the place of home 
and home living in personality de­
velopment, in achieving personal 
satisfaction, and ir. contributing to 
social good. 
3. Rigid economy, stern simplicity, 
elevation of purpose: not only to 
learn these things, but to so under­
stand them, as to live simply, in­
dependently and trustfully. 
4. The home should assist the in­
dividual in establishing for himself 
a set of ever-broadening values 
which serve as controls for govern­
ing behavior. 
5. The members of a family should 
accept responsibility for carrying 
their share of the work of the home, 
adjusting personal desires and needs 
to those of the other family members 
and understanding the mutual res­
ponsibility of members of the group 
for successful home and family life. 
6. The members of a family should 
stand willing, ready and able to use 
personal and family resources—time, 
money, energy, knowledge, abilities, 
material possessions—for improving 
and enriching family living. 
7. The members of the family 
should expect to meet physical main­
tenance needs—such as health, food, 
clothing, housing. This should be 
done to whatever degree of pro­
ficiency life within the home seems 
to demand. 
(Continued on page 8) 
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The picture of stage at the opening program of the New Homemakers of Texas. Reading from left to 
right. Jimmie Scott, State Pianist, Tyler, Texas; Miss Effie Franks, President of Prairie View Collegiate 
Chapter; Esther Ray McNeece, President of the Belton district of the N. H. T., Belton, Texas; Mrs. Imogene 
Singleton, State Sponsor, Bryan, Texas; Miss M. E. Suarez, Dean of Women, Prairie View College, Guest 
Speaker; Miss Louisa Taylor, State Adviser, Prairie View College; Miss Gussie Mae Morris, State Song and 
Yell Leader, Brenham, Texas; Miss Eula Ree Smith, Acting Chaplin, Tucker, Texas. 
ONE OF THE HEROINES 
(Continued from page 1) 
and strategy of a general, and was 
often called Moses or General Moses. 
Harriet was one of a large family 
named Ross, belonging to a planta­
tion on Eastern Shore Maryland, 
about 100 years ago. She knew that 
her mother was brought from Africa 
on a slave ship. Her father was a 
very superior workman who super­
intended the shipping of timber from 
the plantation to Baltimore. 
While still a young girl in her 
teens, the most strenuous tasks were 
demanded of her. Summer and 
winter she drove oxen, plowed, cut 
timber with her father, and helped 
drags logs. This labor gave her 
great strength and endurance. 
The mistress of this plantation 
was a heartless woman. More than 
once Harriet was severly beaten for 
misunderstanding her orders—again, 
for refusing to help tie a fellow slave 
for the overseer to whip. She even 
placed herself in the way of the pur­
suing overseer when the slave fled. 
A rock thrown after the runaway 
struck her head such a blow that 
she felt the effect for years after­
ward. 
In 1844 Harriet married a free 
colored man named John Tubman, 
a very sorry sort, and life became 
harder than ever. 
When the master died in 1849, 
Harriet knew she would be sold. It 
was then her amazing career really 
began. When she was 25 years old, 
she determined to escape and be 
free. She persuaded two of her 
brothers to go with her, and the 
three started out together. But the 
boys got frightened and turned back. 
Harriet went on alone. 
Eastern Shore Maryland, now a 
noted resort region for sportsmen, 
hunters and fishers, was famous for 
its tobacco 100 years ago. The ef­
fort of slaves to escape from this 
region were usually crowned with 
success for the white settlers enter­
tained a healthy sentiment against 
s l a v e r y .  T h e y  o r g a n i z e d  a n t i -
slavery societies early in the 19th 
century kept up a constant agita­
tion against it, at the risk of their 
heads and homes, and helped many 
a runaway by giving food, clothes 
and direction. Harriet was one of 
these. Mr. Woodson says these 
mountaineers and frontiers men 
were not particularly :V bached to 
the unfortunate race, but they knew 
slavery was evil and should be annul. 
Some thought colonization might 
help the situation, but where ? When 
the institution of slavery got so in­
tolerable it was necessary to flee to 
the North, these farmers did nothing 
to stop the runaways. It was fortu­
nate too, that the refugees could 
easily hide in the mountains; and 
the lime stone region furnished com­
fortable caves in which to hide. 
Harriet encountered a noble 
Quakeress who helped her on her 
way to plan yays of rescuing her 
family and others. The system known 
as U. R. R. lead from the deep South 
through Kentucky into Ohio and 
Illinois connecting with the Great 
Lakes and Canada. Along this 
route refugees passed under the 
guidance of persons like Josiah 
H e n s o n ,  H a r r i e t  T u b m a n ,  J o h n  
Brown and others. 
Harriet wanted everyone she knew 
to enjoy this new and glorious free­
dom and it is stated on the best 
authority that nineteen times, she 
returned to the land of slavery and 
each time lead away groups of men, 
women and children, her parents 
and brothers among them, about 300 
persons in all. A prize of $40,000 
was offered for her capture, but 
Harriet was never caught. These 
were long and perilous journeys, but 
she never lost a passenger. Many 
siorics are told of her treatment of 
slaves who for any reason wanted to 
turn back. One goes that a weary, 
foot-sore, refugee wanted to give 
up close to the journey's end, but 
she made him go the last few miles 
at the point of a gun. 
One of the most important episodes 
in which Harriet took a leading part 
was when General Hunter attempted 
to collect and rescue slaves living 
near the Cambahee river shores. He 
sent several gun boats and a few 
men up the river to carry them to 
Beaufort, within the Union Lines. 
It took Harriet, to move the great 
throngs of hesitating refugees, a 
motely crowd of men, women and 
children, with pigs, chickens and 
such domestic necessities as could 
be toted along. Slave drivers had 
tried in vain to get the poor creat­
ures back to their quarters. The 
refugees were almost as much in 
dread of the strange soldiers as of 
(Continued on page 4) 
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GROWTH OF HOMEMAKING 
CONTEST 
The accompanying figure shows 
the growth of the homemaking con­
test from its beginning in 1929 to 
1941. It is noted that there has 
been an almost steady rise in the 
number of schools, sending pupils to 
the contest. The only exceptions to 
this tendency were the years 1931 
and 1939. The reason for these two 
deviations cannot be ascertained 
from data available. As further 
noted from the group, the Negro 
girls in Texas have since 1929 com­
peted in homemaking contest. The 
earliest of these were in clothing 
alone but gradually as the curricu­
lum developed, the contests became 
more definitely an attempt to meas­
ure the achievement of the contes­
tants in several phases of homemak­
ing. Any high school in which home-
making is taught, is permitted to 
send not more than two pupils to 
represent it in the annual contest. 
While the selection of girls to repre­
sent the schools was supposed to 
have been based only on superior 
scholarship and achievement, it has 
actually not been done that way in 
every case, for other factors such as 
money for travel, parents consent, 
are said to be taken into considera­
tion in making the choices. The girls 
compete for prizes for their home-
making chapter, and for scholarship 
for themselves. 
There are some differences of 
opinion as to the value of such con­
tests. Many feel, however, that 
the opportunity for gaining new 
friendships and fellowship and the 
broadening experiences which the 
contest offers, makes it play a 
worthwhile role in the program. It 
now has taken its rightful place as 
a part of the full rounded program 
of the New Homemakers of Texas. 
ONE OF THE HEROINES 
(Continued from page 3) 
the slave drivers. Everyone realized 
the danger of delay Colonel Montgo­
mery in charge of the boats—called 
to Harriet, "Moses" you'll have to 
give them a song" And the song 
made up on the moment moved them 
quickly to the boats. 
Harriet's Song 
Of all the whole creation 
In the East or in the West 
The glorious Yankee nation 
Is the greatest and the best 
So, come along, come along, don't be 
alarm 
Uncle Sam's rich enough to give 
us all a farm 
Come along, come along, don't 
be a fool, 
Uncle Sam's rich enough to send 
us all to school. 
About 800 scrambled aboard the 
boats and were transported to free­
dom. Harriet, the Moses of her 
people, is the title of one story of 
her life. 
Though one of earth's lowliest 
ones, she counted many of the 
noblest among her friends—Wenfell 
Phillips, William Lloyd Garrison, 
Frederick Douglass, who wrote of 
her, "Excepting John Brown, I 
know of no one who has encountered 
more perils and hardships to save 
our people." 
When old age and failing health 
overtook her, she made her home in 
Auburn, N. Y., where she built a 
cottage for her parents, another for 
aged colored men and women on land 
(Continued on page 7) 
THE NEW HOMEMAKERS STATE 
CONVENTION, 1940-41 
The New Home; takers of Texas 
held their Fourth Annual Convention 
at Prairie View : tate College on 
February 20, 21, 1941. The opening 
program was held L: the Gymnasium-
Auditorium at which time the girls 
listened to a very inspiring lecture 
on the life of Harriet Tubman given 
by Dean Suarez, Prairie View State 
College. After the opening program 
the girls engaged in the following 
activities: (1) Election of officers 
for 1941-42; (2) Committee Work 
(3) Display exhibits of bedroom 
equipment and clothing for the pre­
school child; (4) Contesting in panel 
discussions; (5) Contesting in the 
following phases of homemaking 
education: Gu id vice of children; 
Grooming and clothing Ourselves; 
Development Gro vp Membership; 
(6) Recreation. 
The Belton district won first place 
in the panel discussion contest. 
Three panels took part in the con­
test. These Panels represented the 
best ones from the three districts 
of the New Homemakers. 
Pemberton High, Marshall, Texas, 
won first place in exhibits after com­
peting with excellent ones from 
Goodwill Jr. High School, Washing­
ton, Texas, and Ball High School, 
Seguin, Texas. These exhibits rep­
resented the best exhibits from the 
three districts. The award was an 
electric clock. The schools winning 
first place in the various phases of 
homemaking education were: 
(1) Guidance of Child—Jefferson 
(2) Providing Foods for Family 
Living—Caldwell 
(3) Making Our Home More Liva­
ble—Marshall 
(4) Grooming and Clothing Our­
selves—Hempstead 
(5) Developing Group Membership 
—Georgetown 
One of the outstanding features of 
the convention was the wearing of 
(Continued on page 7) 
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New Homemakers Convention, 1941 
STUDENT TEACHING 
The Home Economics students at 
Prairie View State College who are 
enrolled in Student Teaching and 
Observation are getting acquainted 
with the homemaking program in 
the Waller County and several other 
counties, by taking up residence at 
a teacher education center for a 
period of eight weeks. The courses 
have been arranged so that the stu­
dent carries only Student Teaching, 
and a related course in Home Eco­
nomics Problems, while she is away. 
•This permits her to concentrate upon 
the work at hand, with the help of 
the supervisory teacher and the col­
lege teacher trainer. 
The supervisory teachers were 
given a leadership course during the 
summer 1940, in which preparation 
was made for the special work to be 
done, with student teachers. This 
leadership course was offered by 
Miss Ata Lee of the Federal Office of 
Education, assisted by Miss Ruth 
Huey, State Director of Homemak­
ing Education, and others of the 
State staff. Suggestions for effective 
use of the conference material were 
sent later by the State Director. One 
of these was that a record be kept of 
experiences provided through home-
making, for meeting individual, 
home, and community needs. Teach­
ers were advised to keep a list of 
evidences of changes in individuals 
and homes, brought about as a result 
of homemaking program. This is 
usable advice for many teachers in 
other fields of work. 
The local school superintendent, 
principal, homemaking teacher and 
representatives from the State Office 
and College, plan jointly to see to it 
that the education which the trainee 
receives is the best that can be of­
fered. One interesting device used 
with student teachers, is for the 
trainee, teacher trainer and supervi­
sory teacher to set up attainable 
goals, which are checked by the same 
three persons at the end of the 
teacher education experience. 
One girl, upon return to the 
campus wrote the following signi­
ficant report: "I enjoyed working in 
the community of Goodwill and 
regretted having to leave so soon. 
I only wish my time could have been 
extended, because I gained much, 
and felt that there was more to be 
learned. I experienced things that 
I thought I could not face. In the 
end, I felt that I had accomplished 
much (1) I learned to take interest 
in the community activities; (2) To 
participate and enjoy the things that 
others enjoy; (3) To adjust myself 
in changing environments; (4) To 
live in a harmonious relationship 
with others." 
"And of all social institutions, 
none possesses a fraction of the 
potential power of the family." 
—Sait 
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THE NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION PROJECT FOR YOUNG WOMEN 
The above picture shows the present group of sixty girls in front of their campus home. 
and half years of this training here, 
450 young women have taken train­
ing and gone forth well trained, with 
more poise and self-assurance. 
Youth enrolled in the course re­
ceive training in the various phases 
of household work and are taught 
to work quickly and efficiently es­
pecially in jobs like cooking, sewing, 
serving meals, and caring for the 
house. A special unit is offered in 
Care and Feeding of Young Chil­
dren. Instruction is given in answer­
ing door and telephone, taking and 
delivering messages, and attending 
to errands. The health of the worker 
is considered important, therefore a 
great deal of emphasis is given to 
personal care and hygiene. In fact 
the health facilities of the College 
are made available to the youth. 
The State Department of Educa­
tion has cooperated even more fully, 
by adding another teacher who has 
complete charge of class and labora­
tory work. 
The effectiveness of the project 
is shown by the fact that most of 
the youth who finish the course are 
readily placed, and remain on their 
jobs. 
OPPORTUNITY 
A little opportunity 
Knocked at my door one day; 
But I was deaf and did not hear 
And so—he went away. 
I thought that he would surely come 
Once more to beg my favor, 
But little opportunity 
Was working for my neighbor. 
—Chesta Holt Fulmer. 




In an effort to provide opportun­
ities for unemployed young women 
to find employment in the domestic 
service fields, the National Youth 
Department of Education has estab­
lished household training clasess. 
A survey of Texas showed that 
among women unemployed and will­
ing to accept domestic service jobs, 
many could not be placed, because 
they lacked sufficient training and 
experience. The answer to the prob­
lem seemed to be the establishment 
of training course for such young 
women. 
By giving young potential workers 
a thorough course and awarding the 
certificates of proficiency when they 
complete it satisfactorily, employers 
have more assurance of a trained 
employee, while needy workers may 
soon be transferred from relief roles 
to private employment. 
Response to this training has been 
most encouraging for in the four 
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Miss Minnie Mae Hall, State 
President, N. H. T., 1940-41. 
THE NEW HOMEMAKERS STATE 
CONVENTION, 1940-41 
(Continued from page 4) 
the first state pin. The design which 
you see at the top of this column was 
made by the New Homemakers of 
Emmett Scott High School, Tyler, 
Texas. 
The attendance at the convention 
doubled itself as compared with the 
attendance last year. There were 600 
New Homemakers and teachers pres­
ent at the State Convention. The 
organization has 2,358 paid up mem­
bers, representing 87 Homemaking 
departments in the State. 
The officers for 1940-41 are: 
Minnie Mae Hall, president, Tyler 
District; Helen Sheffield, vice presi­
dent, Tyler District, Mlthis Masters, 
2nd vice president, Tyler District; 
Lula Mae Bolton, 3rd vice president, 
Tyler District; Ernestine Muckleory, 
secretary, Tyler District; Murel 
Oliphant, assistant secretary, Tyler 
District; Inez Garner, treasurer, 
Tyler District; Pernesser Gray, Tyler 
District; Sophia Mae Bradford, Re­
porter, Tyler District; Christine 
Sanders, Song and yell leader, Tyler 
District; Joanna Ragsdell, pianist, 
Prairie View District. 
MAHEAGRIS 
The Home Economics 'Division, 
extends to you a cordial welcome to 
its Annual Open House April 11. 
ONE OF THE HEROINES 
(Continued from page 4) 
she had acquired and dwelt in the 
midst, singing. 
A great many admirers have 
written about her: Sarah H. Brad­
ford, Carter G. Woodson, Hallie Q. 
Brown, Nancy Cunard and others. 
Miss Pauline Hopkins says, "Her 
name deserves to be handed down 
along side that of Grace Darling, 
Joan of Arc, and Florence Nightin­
gale. No one of them showed more 
courage and endurance, in facing 
danger and death to relieve human 
suffering than did this woman in her 
heroic endeavors to save her op­
pressed people." 
Bronze tablets to her memory 
have been placed in Auburn, N. Y.; 
her home in Detroit, Michigan, the 
end of the Underground Railroad; in 
Boston, a residence home for women 
and girls is called the Harriet Tub­
man Home. 
RETURNS TO IOWA STATE 
Miss Louisa Taylor, Itinerant 
Teacher-Trainer with headquarters 
at Prairie View State College for 
several years, returns to Iowa State 
College to continue work toward her 
Masters Degree in Home Economics. 
She plans to spend the Spring and 
Summer quarters in school, and with 
her go the best wishes of her col­
leagues and friends. 
"Do not squander time, for that 
is the stuff life is made of." 
-—Franklin. 
THE FUNCTIONAL APPROACH 
TO HOME ECONOMICS 
TRAINING 
In recent years there has been a 
definite swing toward a forceful 
education concerned with all the 
activities of life. Education which 
prepares the learner adequately to 
meet life's problems is directed to­
ward the continous orientation of the 
individual into all areas of living, 
keeping in the foreground both the 
development of personality through 
individual interests and needs, and 
the understanding and sharing of 
common purposes of the groups of 
which he is a part. This is to the end 
that individual and group living may 
be increasingly enriched and im­
proved. Throughout is the aim that 
personality shall be developed, a de­
sire that social consciousness shall 
be strengthened, and a belief that 
problems are best solved by the free 
play of intelligence. 
In a desire to make education 
functional, attention is focused on 
the well-rounded development of the 
individual, able to achieve a satis­
fying personal life and to carry 
acceptably his share of responsibility 
in his various relationships. Home 
Economics has a greater contribut­
ion to make to personal living than 
is often recognized. It aids in de­
veloping attitudes, understanding, 
and skill necessary for achieving and 
maintaining both physical and men­
tal health. Assisting in the develop­
ment of a wholesome personality, 
fine human relationships, and a satis­
fying philosophy of life, are other 
purposes of home economics impor­
tant in the area of personal living. 
Poise and self-confidence are de­
veloped through a wide variety of 
activities; studying good grooming, 
wearing becoming dress, exercising 
desirable conduct, caring for young 
children, preparing food, running the 
house and extending hospitality. 
The guidance of students into 
appropriate vocation is a function 
of all fields of education. Home econ­
omics through its varied activities 
has an unusual opportunity to locate 
interest and abilities that are neces­
sary in gainful employment. Home 
Economicss should contribute to the 
general vocational desirability of an 
individual for many personal quali­
ties desirable in areas of living are 
developed in the study of Home Eco­
nomics. 
(Continued on page 8) 
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DEFENSE PROGRAM 
AND THE HOME 
(Continued from page 2) 
8. A major responsibility of the 
home is to care for, guide the devel­
opment of children to the degree 
consistent with responsibility and 
maturity. 
9. The members of the family 
should as early as possible under­
stand the social condi lions which 
have changed home life, and the con­
tinuing changes, which will both 
modify present problems and bring 
new ones. 
Summary 
Thus it was concluded that the 
home is society's most influential 
institution. Every relationship of 
later life is influenced by the quality 
and nature of experience. The home 
is the institution in which one can 
practice what he learns. The educa­
tion which makes for democracy or 
any other way of life, must begin at 
home. 
THE FUNCTIONAL APPROACH 
TO HOME ECONOMICS 
TRAINING 
(Continued from page 7) 
Many people believe that the sol­
ving of life's problems should provide 
the basis for a home economics pro­
gram. According to Spafford, this 
does not need to have a narrowing 
effect, but rather "the individual 
enjoys and understands life because 
education is putting meaning in it, 
that he is increasingly master of 
himself and his environment". 
HOME ECONOMICS 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
June 10-18, 1940 
A leadership conference for home-
making teachers was led by Miss 
Ata Lee, Agent for Special Groups, 
Office of Education, Federad Securi­
ties Agency, Washington, D. C., at 
Prairie View, Texas, June 10-18, 1940, 
through the cooperation of the Home 
Economics Division of Prairie View 
State College and the Homemaking 
Division of the State Board for Voca­
tional Education. 
Twenty-three homemaking teach­
ers who had demonstrated some 
leadership ability in their respective 
EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 
STRESSES NEGRO HOMES 
IN TEXAS 
(Continued from page 1) 
(5) What is the degree of social 
unity ? 
The data from the study furnished 
the answers to the questions Some 
important facts brought out in the 
conference discussion were the evi­
dent indifference on the part of 
parents as to the whereabouts of 
their children. The time of the child's 
return home and with whom he has 
been associated, likewise was not of 
concern to many parents. Most of 
the homes studied were found to be 
rented, and the house and equipment 
were found to be inadequate and un-
beautiful. 
There is shown a definite tendency 
for the family to be a more loosely 
integrated type, each member being 
an individual unit and not dependent 
too much on any other member. 
communities were selected and in­
vited to attend the conference to 
further develop leadership for com­
munity programs for improved home 
and family, living. Some of the com­
mon homes and family needs in their 
respective communities were used 
as a basis for planning programs 
which would help meet these needs. 
A part of the group worked on the 
responsibility of the supervisory 
teacher in the preparation of pro­
spective homemaking teachers to 
participate in such a program. 
The discussion during the con­
ference was a follows: Home and 
Community needs, as suggested by 
members of the conference and some 
means for securing information on 
these needs. The group outlined 
what they believed regarding work­
ing with people because it was 
thought important in dealing with 
family and community relationships. 
The conference group then made 
teaching suggestions for meeting all 
needs considered. 
The teachers in attendance at the 
conference were: 
Allen, Ola Belle, San Marcos 
Alton, Mrs. Anna Belle, Hempstead 
Banks, Mrs. Lillie Belle, West Col­
umbia 
Bledsoe, Myrtle L., Tyler 
Brown, Annie Lois, Brenham 
Charles, Mrs. Allie, Liberty 
Dailey, Mrs. Hazel, Jacksonville 
Douglass, Mrs. B. M., Caldwell 
Hodge, Hattie Lee, Nacogdoches 
Hall, Mrs. Olivia, Corpus Christi 
Jones, Mrs. Cleo, Wharton 
Kissam, Lillian T., Palestine 
McGriff, Una M., Pittsburge 
Montgomery, Mrs. Gwendolyn, 
Hooks 
Pearson, Mrs. Lillian H., Teague 
Pratt, Theresa, Lubbock 
Sanders, Mrs. Gladys, Columbus 
Sharpe, Imogene, Bryan 
Smith, Ethel S., Hempstead 
Williams, Mrs. Josie, Washington, 
Goodwill School 
Whiting, Hattie Mae, Jasper 
David, Alice, Oakwood 
Richards, Bessie M., Prairie View 
CLOTHING CLINIC 
Sponsored by Senior 
Home Economics Students 
The Home Economics staff felt 
that desirable learning outcomes 
might well be set up as goals for 
study in the area of Clothing. Since 
a great deal of emphasis has been 
placed on good grooming and at­
tractive appearance in dress, by 
news papers, magazines, radio, 
movies, that seemed to present a fer­
tile area for beginning work. Fash­
ion changes are taking place so 
rapidly that an individual hardly 
knows where to begin and how to 
proceed in being well groomed. 
College girls in general and fresh­
man girls in particular have peculiar 
interest in how they look. Studies 
have been made that point to the 
fact that many girls, are clothes con­
scious during their beginning 
months in college. 
Not only do college girls need 
help, but college young men, and 
other persons as well, welcome as­
sistance on clothing problems. With 
this thinking as a basis the Senior 
College Clothing groups, found a 
vacant room, fitted it with furnish­
ings, draperies, a sewing machine 
and set up a Clothing Clinic early 
in the school year. Their services are 
available free to any person in the 
community. Many students, faculty 
wives, faculty members and school 
children have patronized the clinic. 
Because it has demonstrated its 
worthwhileness, this phase of Home 
Economics shall be continued an­
other year. 
No profit grows where is no 
pleasure taken; in brief, sir, study 
what you most affect. 
—Shakespeare. 
